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Got’cha!

Why are point and shoot digital cameras so mysterious? And why are they now obsolete? They evolved from relatively simple but very expensive little combinations of mechanical and digital components to even more expensive and more complicated versions of the same. But now the trend seems to be backward, including phasing them out altogether. Since no one seemed to ever learn how to effectively use all the combinations available on many of them, the makers seem to have decided to move on to other fields of consumer interest. Much of that translates to anything you can carry in your pocket that serves as a telephone plus camera and is also a mini-computer 

with Wi-Fi. So, they “gotcha” once again. 
However, some of us have enough invested in the little toys to make it worthwhile to still try to use them. I think I know the answer to why the p&s cameras were developed in such a ridiculous conformation. I suspect that the engineers and programmers, while possibly photographers, were far more into the digital world than the mechanical one of their forefathers/mothers. Diodes and circuitry, bits, bytes and boards, this was their world. The idea of simply turning a dial to change the f/stop or shutter speed just did not translate into their computer world. And heaven forbid there should be such a thing as a focus adjuster. I submit that these ordinary photographic techniques could easily have been incorporated into the dials or menus on point and shoot cameras, but they were not. Instead they kept coming up with “scenes”, “modes”, “menus”, etc., etc. No one could EVER adjust a point and shoot camera fast enough to capture a moment. Using “automatic” or some variation of it could sometimes result in a decent image, but rarely. Most of us ended up being satisfied with mediocre keepsakes of important occasions, but very little that could be considered “well done!!” 

Now that the p&s cameras are leaving the market, those of us left with one or more of them might as well continue to use them. With that in mind, I decided to really put some effort into finding how to determine the f/stop, shutter speed and focus on my latest, greatest camera. Naturally these things will be located in different “menus” on cameras other than the brand and model I use, but hopefully they will be there. On mine, I found the “M” (for Manual) setting, but still had no idea how to change anything. Little icons popped up at the bottom of the screen, but even after figuring out that these were for the f/stop and shutter speed, they were not much help. For one thing, the f/stop is limited to f/3.5 or f/8.0. Now how is that for a range? Actually these values change depending on what ISO “film speed” you choose. I’m not sure how this is achieved digitally, but the results are somewhat equivalent to real film in that the higher the speed, the more grainy the image. In “digitese” this is called “noise.”  But the more interesting of the two was the shutter speed. The choices were extensive, some of which had a symbol noting they would not work well, and none of them translated to anything I have ever seen on a mechanical camera. So once again, trial and 

error was what I chose to try to figure it out. As for focus, either I haven’t found it yet or the camera is limited to whatever automatic focus you might be able to set. Where are the old Range cameras? Still working on that one. Thank goodness my photo editing software allows me to view the EXIF information for images, the digital repository where all the settings on the camera are stored at the time a digital picture was taken. This information stays with the image as long as you have the original picture saved on your computer. You should always keep the original image and work only on copies when doing any kind of photo manipulation. Sometimes the EXIF info can be lost when saving your work in some formats. 

Below are some images using various combinations of the f/stop and shutter speed on my SONY DSC-H55 along with pictures of the EXIF information for each. I used a slight telephoto and the same focus range for each picture. This camera only has three focus choices, so I used the one for “focus on a central point” and aimed at the nose of the small bear on the right. I did not use a flash for any of the pictures. While this information is tedious, those of you who have experience with 35mm cameras (as well as other format cameras) will be able to spot the pertinent information. 
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I hope this has been informative. I still believe taking a camera to a wonderful location and being able to take time to adjust settings is a luxury. Maybe some of you will 

want to explore the options available on your own cameras before giving them up entirely.        

